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TEXAS STATE PRESIDENT
We are about half-way through the Lodge year. The business of the Lodge
continues. Budgets need to be reviewed and adjusted as needed, goals should be
looked at and determine how they are progressing. What mid-course correction do
we need to make. It is a great time for reflection on everything that has been
accomplished and a chance to improve on what our goals are and how to achieve
them.
October is also a good time to start looking at how to finish out the last half of the Lodge year strong. There
is a lot of items that will start getting completed in the coming months. Scholarships, Hoop Shoot, Elks
Memorial Day and so much more will happen during the next several months. Is your Lodge ready for the
upcoming events? Have the committees been working them? Are the members aware of what is coming up?
What can the membership do to help with the programs and events? These are all questions that each and
every one of us should be asking ourselves and using the answers to ensure we have great events.
We are doing the same thing at the state association. We are a third of the way through our year and it’s
time to prepare for our mid-year adjustments, to ensure we are getting ready for our coming events and,
probably the most important one, making sure our membership is aware of what is going on and what they can
do make the programs and events successful.
This is also the time of year when we start to move into the holiday season. Halloween is nearly here, then
Veterans Day, Thanksgiving, Elks Memorial, Hanukkah, Christmas, and New Year. Please take the time to
remember all of our members, help those in need, and proudly represent the ideals of our order, Brotherly
Love, Justice, Charity, and Fidelity.
Have a wonderful rest of the 2022 year.

TEXAS PRESIDENT-ELECT
Hello Texas Elks,
Well, Kerri and I have been busy visiting lodges as President and First Lady Elect!
Every weekend in August was filled with Interlodge! September brought our annual
Homecoming for TECSI, and what a successful weekend we had! Lots of fun was had
and a lot of money raised by our dedicated sweethearts and the First Lady! As we
prepare for Fall Conference, it should be a great learning experience. We will have 4
Past Grand Exalted Rulers in attendance plus our Special Deputy Honorable John
Atwood. The Convention Committee, Jim and I have tried to plan an informative and fun weekend for
everyone.
After Fall Conference, Veteran’s Day and the holiday season will kick in full force with not only family
obligations but with all the Elk giving opportunities! Please make sure to “Be the One, and Have Some Fun”
while you participate in these functions. Be the one to bring the extra can of food for the food drive, be the one
to lead a volunteer opportunity for a needy family, be the one to take the extra step to help and while you do
HAVE FUN.
A big heart felt thank you to all the lodges and districts that have hosted us so far we’ve enjoyed our time
visiting you!
Wishing everyone a happy holiday season!

TEXAS STATE SPONSOR
GREETINGS, TEXAS ELKS:
Susan and I are very much looking forward to seeing old friends and making
new friends at the upcoming Fall Conference in the Houston area. We and you
will be impressed by our two newest Past Grand Exalted Rulers, Paul Ryan and
Keith Mills who are planning to be there. Paul will be present without his lovely
bride, Stacey, but gracious Past Grand First Lady Amy will accompany Keith. I
am hoping that Keith presents us with his rendition of his early impression of
the Officer position of Esquire.
My Grand Lodge teacher/sponsor has a saying that all you have to do to be a
successful Local Lodge is to strictly follow the “Laws of the Order”. In my experience I have found
that to be very true.
Do you know that the very first Law, in fact “The Supreme Law,” is made up of three parts? Yeah, I
know that most Elks will say the Constitution and Statutes, but on the same plane as those two is the
Ritual. Look it up. It is the very first Law in the Book. Many features of “Elkdom” are expressed only
in the Ritual. A violation of any of charges of the chair Officers in the Initiatory Ritual can support
disciplinary claims against the offender. The Initiatory Ritual is part of the foundation of our Order. I
have never witnessed a Lodge whose Officers respect and impressively perform the initiation Ritual
who lost their Grand Lodge Charter either voluntarily or through the action of revocation by Grand
Lodge. I addition to explaining to new Members at their Initiation the procedures of Elkdom, it also
brings the performing Officers together and creates a team atmosphere that creates a Lodge that
thrives.
As you know, our own John Atwood as been appointed by the Grand Exalted Ruler to be Special
Deputy for the State of Texas. A Special Deputy works as the “eyes and ears” of a State Sponsor
who is not present in the Sponsored state. John has a great background in Elkdom and knows the
Laws of the Order better that almost anyone. John’s background will serve him well in advancing
Elkdom in Texas.
I applaud Texas Elks for that charity that is performed in this wonderful state. I am sure that if all the
donations were totaled from Sweethearts, Elks National Foundation, Veterans Service, and other
forms of charitable giving we would totally blow away all other states on a per Member giving basis.
Keep up the great work. This enables our great community service and as you can see, qualifying
citizens in our great state are attracted to join with us in this great crusade.
That’s all for now, and my firm hope is that we have a Ritual contest in Texas to proudly represent all
of our Members at the national contest in Minneapolis next summer.
John D. Amen, Texas State Sponsor

SPECIAL DEPUTY GRAND EXALTED RULER
Many of you have heard my comments at the various Interlodges. The recap of
those comments is the basis of this article.
It’s been 29 + years since Texas Elks has had a Special Deputy Grand Exalted
Ruler (SDGER). The majority of us can’t even remember that. If the State Sponsor doesn’t live in the State, then an SDGER is appointed as the State Sponsor’s
Representative. That is our current situation in Texas. With the retirement of
Charles F. “Chuck” Williams PGER, John D. Amen PGER has become our sole State Sponsor. Since John
lives in Colorado, I have been appointed SDGER Texas by Grand Exalted Ruler Bruce Hidley with the
recommendation and approval of John Amen.
While this initially scared the Dickins out of me, I intend to make this opportunity a success. To do this, I
need your help, each and every one of you, because this is a team effort. It has to be, because to be successful, Elkdom is a team effort. Without the support of their Lodge, no Exalted Ruler can hope to be
successful. The same applies to each position as ones moves up in the District, State and Grand Lodge.
We rely on each other to be successful. I am no different. I intend to rely on each and every one of you to
be part of the Team. This is critical for Texas to be successful in all aspects of Elkdom. The Team has
some ideas on ways to improve things we do. This is not saying we are currently doing things the wrong
way, but anything can be improved. That is the goal. Over the next several months and years we intend to
implement some of these improvements. If you see something that you think can be done better, drop me
an email. We are open to ideas. On the other hand, if you see a problem, let your District Deputy Grand
Exalted Ruler know about it.
Remember, communication is the key to success. If we don’t communicate, it doesn’t matter how many
great ideas we come up with because they will ever come to fruition.
I look forward to seeing you at Fall Conference, as well as Interlodges, State Convention, Homecoming
and other Elk functions throughout the year. Be involved, and when you take on a position at any level, do
it to the best of your ability.
I have ended every article I have ever written in my Elk career with the following phrase. I see no need to
change that tradition now.
The faults of our members we write upon the sand
Their virtues upon the tablets of love and memory.
Fraternally.
John H. Atwood
Special Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler - Texas

TESA FIRST LADY
First of all, thank you to everyone that has donated to the First Ladies
project so far. Whether it was purchasing T-Shirts or Raffle Tickets, or
making a donation every bit of it is greatly appreciated.
For those of you that may not know what the 2022-2023 First Ladies
Project is, let me tell you a bit about it. It is the third phase for the Camp’s
Sport Field. Ramona Mishaga completed the first phase three years ago,
which was the field itself. Kim McDermott completed the second phase
Last year, which consisted of the amphitheater seating and wheel-chair accessible sidewalks.
The third, and final, phase, which we are working on now, is for the sun screens to provide shade
to the field during the Texas summers.
Due to the raising costs of construction materials (well, the rising costs of most everything!) the
overall estimate to complete the project has doubled since it was initially started. That said, we
are about 25% of the way to our goal and we are going to continue to work hard to achieve it.
We are looking at matching grants, grants for sun care for children, anything that may allow us
to reach out and get some other people’s money to successfully complete this project.
If anyone has any suggestions, ideas, or potential contacts that may help with this project,
please let me know.
Texas Elks, thank you for everything you do for our children and our camp!

TESA ENF CHAIRPERSON
I wanted to give an update on several events that I was blessed to be a
part of for Elks National Foundation. First was a fundraiser in
Amarillo Texas called Mudd Volleyball. What a blast it was, Kim
Fussell the Amarillo ENF Chair had over 40 teams, 280 people playing
in the tournament, and had 50 plus Elks helping her raise over
$9,600.00 dollars the day of the event.
Cynthia Rowland, the Elks National Foundation Chair for 151, had her second annual
deep sea fishing private charter trip. The Dolphin Express took us out on a 12-hour trip and
it was absolutely fantastic. Cynthia and team had everything ready for us, from drinks,
snacks, breakfast, lunch, goodie bags, and prizes. If you have never been on this excursion,
it is a must for next year.
We also traveled to Marshall, Texas for an Elks National Foundation Gold Tournament
and Sweetheart Golf Ball Drop. We cooked hot dogs and provided drinks for all the golfers.
We had 49 golfers and 11 Elks helping with the events of the day. We raised over 3300.00
dollars for ENF and around 1,000.00 for the Sweetheart program. Great team effort in
helping with each other’s events. If you have ever ran around with Big John Oswalt, you
know what I mean, when I say, WOW! Great Time for sure!
Plainview Elks Lodge and Elks National Foundation Chair, Cody Lindeman had a
delicious burger burn with all the fixings, toasted buns and raised over $700.00 in burger
sales that night.
Elktoberfest in Amarillo, was an Elks National Foundation Fundraiser, and had vendors
booths for people and business to rent, games and face painting for kids, food vendors, drink
vendors, silent auction, live auction axe throwing, pumpkin patch, and Buster Bledsoe Band
playing. They also crowned Mr. and Mrs. Elktoberfest. This was a huge success n spreading
the work about what Elks do.
I have had the privilege to attend and speak at three different districts for interlodge so
far this year; Pan West, North Central, and the Northeast. We have traveled over 4100
miles in the first five months of this year. Can’t wait to see what the rest of this year has in
store for us.
Texas Elks as of 09-30-2022 are sitting at 13,269 members and a dollar amount of
$119,955.59 turned in for Elks National Foundation. That is roughly $9.04 per members.
We still have a lot of work to do, however I have faith in Texas Elks, so get that money
turned in and promote Elks National Foundation often.

TESA VETERAN’S RETREAT
The Come & Take It Veteran’s retreat & Parade was a great success.
We had 18 Veterans & 26 Volunteers. Already had a meeting and
planning for May’s Retreat. Thank you to all the volunteers who help
make this retreat a great success. A BIG thank you to everyone that
donated candy. We actually made it close to the end of the parade
before running out of candy. We are already taking applications for
May 12-14, 2023 retreat. Click for applications here: https://
texaselks.org/texas-elks-veterans-retreat-2/

PROPOSED NAVASOTA LODGE

building a
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“

The Proposed Navasota Elks Lodge was honored to build a
ramp for a Gentleman in Plantersville Sunday October 2, 2022. The Proposed
Navasota Elks Lodge & Navasota Evening Lions Club spent a day in June
wheelchair ramp for 3 year old Miss Hailey. There was 25 Elks/Proposed Elks /
Lions working on this ramp. there.

SAN BENITO ELKS– NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
At the San Benito “National Night Out”, San Benito Elks team
rocked The house! It was a successful night! As our Exalted Ruler
stated,” If we helped someone out, we have done our job!!

KATY ELKS LODGE
Gratitude Grant Katy ISD On September 20, 2022, Mike Hammond
(Leading Knight), Greene (Lodge Secretary) and Dan Greene
(PER) representing Katy Lodge #2628 had the privilege to present
to a representative of Katy ISD “Food for Families” program from our
“Gratitude Grant” a check of $1,000.00 (Neil Hines, Public Relations)

BRYAN ELKS LODGE
Bryan Elks Lodge #0859 special needs Halloween dance.

STEPHENVILLE ELKS
Stephenville Elks Lodge held Fish Day to thirty kids at Copperas Creek on
Lake Proctor. In addition to a hamburger lunch, youth were treated to
fishing and lessons in things like knot=tying, and casting as well as a water
safety program by the Army Corps of Engineers.
.

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION
Newsletter Editors - Gordon Daniels (Chair) & Sheri McCord.
Newsletters will go out quarterly. For submission to the Winter newsletter,
please submit by January 2, 2023. Articles to submit from Lodges is
Veteran’s, Special needs children, Drug Awareness, Elks National
Foundation, Hoop Shoot, 1st Responders, and Community activities.
Please email information & photos to Gordon Daniels at
gordondaniels1983@gmail.com or Sheri McCord at sherimc@sbcglobal.net.
Any questions please contact
Gordon Daniels
(210)375-3806

Sheri McCord
(979)277-4479

BREAKING NEWS
Effective immediately, PDDGER Bill Flournoy will assume the duties of
Special Representative District Leader for the North Central District. Our
thanks to President Elect Steve Weatherly for his work in this position
previously. This was a request from Steve and in no way reflects any
shortcomings on his part.
John H. Atwood
SDGER – Texas
John D. Amen, PGER, State Sponsor Texas“

ENF PICS

REMINDERS

TX State Hoop Shoot Contest
Date: 02/18/2023
Location: RL Turner High School
Details: 1600 S Josey Lane, Carrollton, TX
75006 Hotel: Sheraton Dallas by the Galleria
4801 LBJ Fwy, Dallas 75244
Contact: Keith Stanley
Contact Phone: (817) 319-2327
Contact Email: keith.stanley2327@outlook.com

I am here with GR8T NEWS! Our very FIRST and ONLY Texas Elks License Plate is
READY for Pre-Order!!!! This means it is time to make it official. Please read the information below before you order.
This plate can be ordered on all 4 primary vehicle types: Passenger, Motorcycle, Trailer, and Private Bus
You can purchase a plate for the base fee: refer to the table for pricing.
You can also personalize your plate. Keep in mind that the rates are higher.
Layaway: a no-fee 5-payment plan that allows you to reserve a plate message while
you pay. This is provided directly on the My Plates ordering site.
Multi-year terms and multi-year discounts: 3-year and 5-year terms offer convenience
and long-term savings
Click Here to Order Your Plates

Additionally, when you order, TECSI will receive royalties from the My Plates program.

I am super excited about this and cannot wait to see this plate on Texas roads. Thank
you all again for your continued support and having faith in me to get this done. I most
definitely could not have done this without my Texas Elks Family! Look for me at Fall
Conference! We have a BOOTH this year for the license plate! �
Please reach out to me if you have any questions for me.
Stay Blessed,
Rebecca Suttle
TESA Public Relations Committee Member
Grapevine Elks Lodge #2483
817-201-6211

SUBMIT ARTICLES TO GORDON DANIELS OR SHERI MCCORD

